
ST PETERSBURG: 

TAKE ANO THER LOOK  

O C T O B E R  2 3 - 2 6   

the home of Russian culture 

 



 In Russian with subtitles  
 
We kick off with Aliona Polunina's 
tongue-in-cheek documentary ‘Nepal 
Forever’. Two Saint Petersburgh Party 
Officials decide it’s their duty to 
reconcile Marxism and Maoism—and 
so, take a trip to Nepal… 
 
2013, dir. Aliona Polunina (95 min) 
 

S A I N T  P E T E R S B U R G  
 t a k e  a n o t h e r  l o o k   

 
IS A FOUR day-long film and music festival taking place at Pushkin House, setting 

out to tackle British preconceptions—or lack thereof—of Saint Petersburg. 
 

A city at once subversive, collaborative, creative, with a rich and turbulent past, most 
visitors to Saint Petersburgh only see its glittering surface.   

 
These award-winning films have been specially selected to give new and old friends a 
chance to glimpse at the beauty, variety and occasional darkness that lies beneath. 

THURS 23 OCT          6:00—7:30PM  
‘ N E P A L  F O R E V E R ’  

in Russian with subtitles  
 
A young British man decides to 
change his life. He quits dance 
school and goes to Saint Petersburg, 
to track down the brother he’s never 
met. But there, he meets a girl—and 
things start to change in ways he 
could never have predicted. 

2013, dir. Andrey Khvostov (82 mins) 

THURS 23 OCT          7:45—9:15PM  
‘ S T  P E T E .  S U M M E R .  L O V E . ’  



FRI OCT 24                           6:30PM—7:15PM 
‘KURYOKHIN ’  

In Russian with subtitles  

SHOPPING TOUR is a highly-
acclaimed cannibal dramedy by the 
Russian filmmaker Mikhail Brashinsky. 
A group of Russian tourists go on a 
shopping tour to the neighbouring 
Finland – only to be attacked by the 
Finnish cannibals.  
 

2012, dir. Mikhail Brashinsky, 70 mins 

In Russian with subtitles  

A documentary of rare and wide-
ranging archival footage, woven 
together to provide a kaleidoscope of 
Kuryokhin's myriad lives and talents. 
The result is a moving biography of the 
life and work of Sergei Kuryokhin - 
actor, director, artist, musician and 
writer. 
 
2004-14, dir. Vladimir Nepevny, 40mins 

Two very current and contrasting 
pianists from St Petersburg: the 
contemporary 'King of Petersburg 
Jazz', Andrei Kondakov, and Polina 
Fradkina - a pianist celebrated for her 
seamless and unexpected integration 
of styles.  
 
 

FRI OCT 24                           7:30PM—9:00PM 
‘SHOPPING TOUR ’  

FRI OCT 24                           7:30PM—9:30PM 
PIANO RECITAL: POLINA FRADKINA & ANDREY KONDAKOV  

http://www.pushkinhouse.org/events/2014/10/24/


SAT OCT 25                           2:30PM—4:00PM 
‘A WHITE WHITE NIGHT ’  

In Russian with subtitles  

Adapted from Kafka’s novel.  Josef K, an 
ordinary bank worker, is arrested on an 
unproven charge. Charged but not 
imprisoned, the hero succumbs to the 
temptation to carry on as normal - but 
soon finds himself unable to escape his 
unknown crime. (2013) 
 
       dir. Konstantin Seliverstov,102 mins 
 

In Russian with subtitles  

A detective film with some serious 
depth. Called back to St Petersburg on a 
search for a missing person, a detective 
is forced to plunge into the past, 
reminded at every turn of his previous 
life in the city—and on top of it all, he’s 
not even sure he’s awake… (2014) 

         dir. Ramil Salakhutdinov, 90mins 

in Russian with subtitles  
 
Set in a mysteriously empty Saint 
Petersburg. Empty trams trundle along, 
and a man known just as 'On', without a 
past and without a future, wanders the 
streets. All he wants, is a room, where 
he can finally rest. Is this too much to 
ask?  
 

1991 dir. Alexsey Balabanov,102 mins 

SAT OCT 25                           4:30PM—6:20PM 
‘THE TRIAL ’  

SUN OCT 26                                  12:00PM—13:30PM 
BALABANOV TRIPLE -BILL, PART I: ‘HAPPY DAYS ’  



In Russian with subtitles  

With cinematography inspired by erotic 
postcards from the late 1800s - early 
1900s, and exposing the corruption and 
hypocrisy of St Petersburg at that time, 
as houses were inflitrated and innocents 
are sold into pornography. Hailed as a 
masterpiece, the movie comments on 
the decline of Russian society as a result 
of the rise of capitalism. (1998) 
       dir. Alexsey Balabanov,89 mins 

In Russian with subtitles  

Adapted from Kafka’s novel, and 
similarly claustrophobic and absurd. A 
respected Mr Zemlemer is invited to the 
Castle for work, but upon arrival finds 
himself unwelcome and unwanted. The 
film won two Nika awards in 1995. 
(1994) 
 
dir. Alexsey Balabanov, 120 mins 

SUN OCT 26                                           4:30PM—6:00PM 
BALABANOV TRIPLE -BILL, PART III: ‘OF FREAKS AND MEN ’  

SUN OCT 26                           2:00PM—4:00PM 
BALABANOV TRIPLE -BILL, PART II: ‘THE CASTLE ’  

 
 
 
 

All events are free , but reservation is essential, and places will be allocated 
on a first-come first-serve basis. 

 
Book by emailing info@pushkinhouse.org.uk. 

http://www.pushkinhouse.org/events/2014/10/26/


 
 

 

Pushkin House was established for the enjoyment, understanding and promo-

tion of Russian culture in all its forms and for the exchange of views in a lively, 

informal atmosphere, with freedom of speech a core principle. 

 

'Pushkin occupies a unique position in the history of Russian culture, and is 

treasured by all Russians wherever they may be.  He can truly be called the 

founder of original Russian literature, and at the same time he was receptive to 

the genius of other nations, both Western and Eastern...we could not have 

found a more inspiring symbol of our aspirations.’                       

                                                       Pushkin Club Inauguration, 1954 

visit 

5a Bloomsbury Square 

London, WC1A 2TA   

www.pushkinhouse.org 

 

contact 

info@pushkinhouse.org.uk 

(0) 20 7269 9770  

 

join 

www.pushkinhouse.org/friends-sponsors 

 
follow 

 
@pushkin_house 

/PushkinHouse 


