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Pushkin House names Clementine Cecil new 
Executive Director 

Clementine Cecil has been appointed the new 
executive director of Pushkin House, London’s 
leading independent centre for Russian culture. 

She succeeds Ursula Woolley, who has led the 
growth of the House for more than three years, 
expanding the programme of events, building 
partnerships with leading cultural institutions, 
enhancing its reputation and increasing audiences. 

Clem is a Russian-speaking specialist in language, 
literature and architectural preservation, with many 
years’ experience working in, and with, Russia, 
initially as correspondent for The Times, then as co-
founder of the Moscow Architecture Preservation Society.  She has co-edited four 
books on Moscow, St Petersburg and Samara.  For the past four years she has been 
director of SAVE Britain’s Heritage and SAVE Europe’s Heritage. 

Clem said: “I am delighted to be moving to Pushkin House to continue my work with 
Russian culture.  I am passionate about Pushkin House’s mission to effectively 
convey the best of Russian culture to a UK audience, and to provide a lively, informal 
meeting-place for those interested in Russia.  I have always admired Pushkin House 
and feel extremely fortunate to have the opportunity to continue to develop its 
outstanding programme.” 

Ursula is moving on to pursue research interests, in a related field.  She said: “It has 
been a pleasure and a privilege to lead Pushkin House over the last few years.  Its 
long history and networks in the UK and in Russia have great cultural and social 
value and I believe there is no better person than Clem to develop the role of Pushkin 
House over the coming years.”  

Sergei Ostrovsky and Craig Kennedy, co-chairs of the Board of Trustees of Pushkin 
House, said: “We are thrilled to appoint Clem as executive director.  She brings to 
Pushkin House a formidable combination of skills, experience and commitment.   We  



 
PRESS RELEASE 

                                                           28 January 2016 

 

2 
 

 

know she will provide inspired leadership as Pushkin House pursues its mission to 
host the best in Russian culture, arts and ideas.  We also want to thank Ursula for her 
tremendous contribution over the last few years.  She leaves behind a rich legacy for 
Clem to build on.  We wish her the best in her new ventures.” 

Pushkin House is the UK’s oldest independent Russian cultural centre.  Founded in 
1954 by a group of émigré Russian friends in a house in Notting Hill, their aim was to 
create a welcoming meeting-place: ‘for the enjoyment, understanding and promotion 
of Russian culture in all its forms, and for the exchange of views in a lively, informal 
atmosphere, with freedom of speech a core principle’.   

Today, Pushkin House remains true to this mission.  In its current home, a 300-year-
old listed building on Bloomsbury Square, Pushkin House hosts a varied programme 
of Russian literature, poetry, art, cinema, music, theatre and dance, history, 
philosophy and current affairs.  Events include lectures, exhibitions, films, concerts, 
readings, panel discussions, debates and its celebrated annual Book Prize.  There are 
also special events for children and families.  Pushkin House is a politically 
independent, Registered UK Charity, owned and run by the Pushkin House 
Trust.  While the original endowment set up more than half a century ago ensures its 
independence, Pushkin House relies on ticket sales and unconditional donations 
from the public to maintain quality programming. 

Enquiries to: alina.grigorjan@pushkinhouse.org.uk or tel. +44 20 7269 9770 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Picture of Clem Cecil courtesy of Country Life) 
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